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What is the sex/gender dimension in research?

• NOT the gender balance of teams

• IT IS: taking into account biological (sex) and 

social (gender) differences in research

questions, from in silico, through in vitro all the 

way to in vivo systems

• IT IS: integrating gender dimension into

teaching and outreach activities

vs



At what stage should the sex/gender 

dimension in research be considered?

Setting research priorities

Formulating research

questions

Developing methodologies

Gathering and analysing

(sex-disaggregated) data

Evaluating and reporting 

research results

Transferring results to markets

as innovations and products



Examples of applicability to research at IOCB
• Sequence analyses: source of sequences? Can you sex-

disaggregate the data? If not, why is that?

• Studies in cells: do cell lines come from men or women? 

Can you use both? Report in sex-disaggregated manner.

• Studies in animals: use animals of both sexes. Report the 

results in a sex-disaggregated manner.

• Clinical trials: participants should be both men and 

women. Data needs to be reported in a sex-

disaggregated manner. 

• Outreach/public engagement activities: what activities to 

make the message accessible to both men and women?

• Artificial intelligence for data mining: ensure methodology 

will not perpetuate biases intrinsic to the training sets. 



Sex/gender dimension in research: case 

studies
• Gendered innovations case studies: 

http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/fix-the-knowledge.html

http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/fix-the-knowledge.html


Useful resources

• Gendered innovations case studies

• Genderové aspekty v projektech Horizont Evropa (6 

minute summary video by Technology Centre CAS, in 

Czech)

• European Institute for Gender Equality: Integration of the

sex/gender dimension into research and teaching content

http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/fix-the-knowledge.html
https://www.horizontevropa.cz/cs/aktuality/yiifnews/1449/nove-video%3A-genderove-aspekty-v-projektech...
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/gear/integration-gender-dimension-research-and-teaching-content

